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The Tango Dance.

This dance is said to be of Mexican origin by some authorities, while oth-
ers claim it to date back to the Moorish Dominion of Spain. It seems to have
been first taken up in Sevilla, Granada and Cadix at the beginning of the 18th
century, when strolling Bohemians danced it without music, the rhythm being
marked only by the snapping of fingers and stamping of feet. It was then taken
up by the Andalusian gipsies, who also accompanied themselves with simple
clapping of the hands, at first, and who evidently introduced the characteris -
tic musical accompaniment which has become such an attractive feature of the
dance. Rhythmically, this music is similar in style to the Habanera, but played
half as fast again, and worked up faster and faster till it ends abruptly like the
conventional dances of the modern ballet.

In Spain, the Tango is danced by either one dancer or by a couple standing
opposite one another, Its distinctive features consist of harmonious, graceful move -
ments which are to blend in perfect sympathy with the fascinating rhythm of the mu-
sic.

As a dance, the Tango possesses infinite grace and the many converts it has
made proves that it has lost little of its original charm.
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La Belle Argentina, by Carlos Roberto, is a characteristic Tango in which

the salient, rhythmic and melodic features of this fascinating dance are blended

most beautifully and effectively.




LA BELLA ARGENTINA.

Tango Danza caracteristica.

CARLOS ROBERTO.
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