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Dancing Mafter, of  Rathbone Place Soho.

formerly' one of the firft Dancers of the Opera at Paris, and fomeume
{ince Ballet Mafter and principal Dancer of the Opera at London

To this Collection MT Gherardi has ptefiiﬁd INSTRUCTIONS and ADVICE refpecting
the ALLE MANDE S: calculated for the ufe of the Lovers of Dancing in general, but

particularly defigned for the Scholars ofthe ACADEMY (for Minuets Cotillons and
» Allemandes) held at M% Gherardis ev'ry Wednef‘day and Friday

L ONDON Prmted by WELCKER in Gerrard Street St Ann S Soho i

‘Where may be had two Books of Cotillons by M* Gherardi ¥c
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To the Lovers of ﬂxe_ Allemande Dances.

The fatiffaction,which every one expreffed, who faw the Allemande Dances two Years ago,gave
me room to hope a diverfion,fo much in fafhion throughout the major part of Europe,would, at

Laft, take place in the publl(‘, and prlvate Balls of this klngdom alfo: 1 had the greater reaion for
this ugredble fuppofition, on account of the repeated and continual encomiums theymet w]ihlrom
almoft _ and,indeed, I might fay, entirely - all whom I then had the honour of inftructing.
Confequences however have deceived me ; I am in hopes therefore it will not be unacceptable if |
endeavour to point out the caufe of this difappointment; efpecially as my principal motive 1s tore-
-move thofe Impediments which ob{truct the enjoyment of one of the moft elegant and innocentamuie.
~-ments of the polite World.

As a-Profeffor of dancing, I could impute it to feveral circum{tances, of which I have hadocular
experience during the courfe of my Inftructions; the principal of which is,a fundamental error 1n

the generallty of Mafters, Whlch,perhdp%, operatlng with the too common neghguwe in Pupilsof at-

| ..tendmg even to the beft directions s has ch1efly contributed to the dlfparagement both of the Artin
queftion, and of its Inftructor likewife

As I addrefs myfelf to the lovers of the Allemande Dances, I do not apprehend the cenfure of ob -
-trudlng the fOIIOWnlg Reflections and Advice; my earneft and only defire being,to furniih them
with the moft certain and effectual methods of arrlvlng at a mafterly execution in this elegant di.
..verflon' a Point which,when obtainedscannot {'all of H’[({lllg to their plea{‘ure, and of removmg,
or, at leaft c[lmlnlfhlng,thelr fatlgue .

The Allemande COmprehends a number of minutiae, in which,all,who pretend to any knowledge of
it,fhould be inftructed , which muft neceffarily concur to its perfection .

In the firft Place; the Gentleman and his Partner muft never clofe their handss or fingers:they
muft,on the contrdry, keep them almoft dlieng ged,fo as to turn eciflly within each other: & above
all, take care not to loofe thelr hold durmg the paffes,unlefs the necef{'lty of the cafe requires 1t s



e

\ A . . ;_ - | o1 & t'he Paf{'es
- They muft alfo be match’d as much as poffible in point of.hEIg]lt s by which mean

et 0 | 0 difference in
oufequently lefs Fatiguing ; or if there muft be % (lignronvenie:me,
aller than his partner will occafionno mate_rlad aliltager -
(which if he is adroit he may ) by making ufe Of]“:: :‘elf- |
e {teps of the Lady, who may not be fo fkilfull as him .

But what aftonifhes me is ) t
and animated

and geu

- | | 1vlivel

hat 1n a Country where the National Dance 15 {o e_xtl'ean:;)erltl:ﬁey

» 4 kind of Allemande, which being much more fo, feems better fult_e‘{ to{‘is walled

1S of the People, fhould have been wholly omitted : the ki:ud‘I am fpe.akllllgho ':Airof it

'Boiteu{‘e; It 15 1 great efteem at Strafburgh,where they dance it to Perfec,twn:f 3 ould be
1s brifk and fudden s and has 1ts particular fteps and paifes: to dwell upoun its beauties w |

fel
. : = a r Ofe
tnnecefiary. they may be difcovered by lo-oj_k-ing Over the Airs themfelves, for W}lmh PELE,
have inferted feveral of them in my collection.,

There are 1ti1ll two other kinds of Allémande

and Leaping kinds; but as each of thefe includes
..fideration of them

otting
5 called Troteufe and Sauteufe,orﬂlGT:nycmr
feveral fubdivifions alfo,I fhall defer any co*

: $) -
order to diftingui{_'h their Sr:hfﬂ::d_ )-.
mix the natural fteps of the Horn-pi_pe, with thofe of the Allemande> i

re danc Francioifes,or Cotillons, I will -ventu-?erwr(}:.] -
e iany. def; &n Qf.'preju'dibing their reputation or thei intereft, to warn fuch asdefll‘:m ile
1{t) : 'hem{‘elves,from fo]lowi.ug tfhis-met'ho({; 1t beiug e“'tir(_;]y repugnan

o of
& 0N . _ Rt g A _ | - rmanceo
I which nothlng but an u'nlformlty In the Steps, aud an ealy perfof
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or applaufe:. 113 fact,is 1t not ridiculous to fee a Dance

the Paffes, can procure perfection ;
by the Gentleman, and 1m another by the Lady? and

I_C_)Etween two Perfons, executed 11 one way
Whil':_ll muft ve,ry'frequentl‘y‘ Ye the IlllEiVOidelB COllfﬂqull(:B 11 the prefe:ut Cafe -
e that all my remarks are founded . In Germany,where I re-

It 1s upon long experienc
. t- Mafter, principal Dancer , and

~{fided at the Margrave of Baireiths, in quality of Balle

. " o : R - - : .
ﬁ[ﬂ“c.lllg Mafter to the Court, and to the reigning Dutcheds EOf Wi I_‘temburg,the M a rgrave’s
mong the Saxons,Suabians, or Stralburghers, other than a

Dﬂug'h ter, I uever obferved,either a

Pertect Co'rr-ef‘jmuden{:e between the {fteps of the Gentleman and his fair Partner: and if the{e Peo-
~ple, the firft iu the World for Allemande Dances,did not put a propér Value upon this corre{fpon-
| Malters would be directed to furnifh them with the requifite va-

¢ as thofe of this Nation!

~Tieties 3 for which Tafk they are certainly as capabl
BN T fo]lowing are therefore the dirsctions 1 would recommend tobe obfervd in the Allemande.

Tll(—'- G-elltlema]l mui‘t,in the fjrft Placﬁ ’ take .Gal'e not to mak.e ]]is Allem-ande too IOIlg, and Zr.{]y
to avoid é‘very pafs which being{in the leaft difficult to him,muft be fo likewife to the Lady; and

the paffes to be rejected , are fuch as,where the Bqdy beihg half beut, the Man turns three or four
Pl T rms ; a Pofition which,befides the indelicacy of it»

times round,under his own and the Lady's A .

..f“b'.jeC'tS 1‘19‘1'-"to the élmoi’t inevitable meceffity of {fpoiling her ClOH.ﬂlB_S by the Powder and Poma-
~tum in his Hairs not to mentign the coniequent difagreab]e'difcompofure of that material part
of the drefs oi’ thé Gentleman; giving his Head the fame elegant appearance as if he had Juft

Popped it out of a Sack. | | |

We muft therefore cndeavour to conform to the prefent prevailing tafte among{t thofewhoPique

themfelves on déncing_ the Allemande well ; which is,tolma'ke_ but few paifes, and even thofe very ea-

;fy tolo::l o ol Wé call Mirij_irsror Regards, a;e,for their great facility, extreamly in ufesand,
on that agcount,very ‘p}roperfor the L | |

In a tour which I made laft Ye.“" % -Paris, -

| -m31'1_ﬁanoe the All_emande-w_i th a Lady only ten years o

&

adies .

T was prefent at an Affembly, and faw a tall Gentle-
f Age,for at leaft a quarter of an Hour,

-




4

without once paffing under her Arms ; ever

4 4 _ 4 L % , qt and
\ , y f1gure was in Mirroir, the execution was eleg
pleafed me influltely .

I muft likewife obferve the advéntage there is of pi.evi.ouﬂypractﬂ:h‘:)g
every dance at home, under the infp&otion of a Mafter; by this means each party beingmore o
-roughly acquainted with the necef{ary paffes, is more certain and ealy in the execution of wha

they fo well know3 and évery thing becomes,of courfe,

»greatly more .agreable‘ . 2l
- To evince what I affert;we need only reflect upon the Allemandes of the Stage Dancers ,who a
-quire the Judgment,and Agility, -

. . . h
they difplay,in the execution of their art, by nothing &b

| : ] <. ‘ : . -
as by the mere dint of frequent repetitions of the fame Dance; and as a proof {t1llmoxe convl
-cing, 1t will not be improper

inftance th - € -
T to 1nftance the aftonifhing approbation and fucceds which*theAll
-mande has met with during th

| _ : , | sc The-
e {fpace of two Years it has been danced in London at the Pnbllc_ .
~atres;and are {till, and defervedly.feen with new delight.. = |

| : - . - ok . b=
1 recommend to the Admirers and Learners of the Allemandes,to weigh the few foregoing O

~fervations, and 1f they find the Theory(as I flatter my{elf they will ) founded on Reafon andfon
Judgement,to avail themfelves of it in the Practice: for in what-ever {ituation of Life a Per

: . SEe _ ain
may be,1f he attempts a Science,and does not ftudy it with affiduity and precifion,fo as to att

to fome degree of perfection, he certainly throws ; damp on Emulation in others;and thexeby

10
,a8 a Student therein, it thould be his warmeft EndeaVQUI .

- Perfuaded of this truth from the ear]ieﬁ
my wlfole time and ftudy to
~-felf,in my little Province,

.. ' e o i fed
part of Life; X have,for many Years pait d.evo g
the Profeffion in which I am engaged s with a view of reﬂ(;erl"gpgb_
AL ufeful to, and def.erving the countenance :em“d*a];ipl:'t."!bai'-':im'1 of the
-11¢ in general; byt more p

: _ articularly of thofe who have already honoured,or do at pre{‘ent
1;;(1;?[1{1‘: me,with thélracommands, and prefence at my Academy , held twice a Week at my own_
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